Our students are encouraged and
expected to be ethical users of
information
State Standards
English: 6.2, 6.9, 7.6, 7.9, 8.3, 8.5,
8.9
Soc. Studies: USI.1, USII.1, CE.4

MCPS Middle School Libraries
Focus on

What is COPYRIGHT?
According to copyright.gov:

Intellectual Property Rights
Click on each piece of information and pic
for more information, sources and to watch the videos.

Can I show a movie in my
classroom?
“the performance or display of a work by
instructors or pupils in the course of
face-to-face teaching activities of a nonprofit
educational institution, in a classroom or similar
place devoted to instruction….” is permitted
under copyright law 17 U.S.C. § 110(1)
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/
copyright/fairuse/web-digital%20delivery%20in%20classroomrev
3psa.pdf
If you are showing movies for non-educational purposes (after
SOL testing, early release days, etc.), be sure your school has a
movie licensing subscription.

Downloading Music
If you use copyrighted music for a project, you are
allowed to use no more than 30 seconds of a piece
(you can loop that same 30 seconds as many times as you need
to fill in time)

Here are some sites from which you can download
free music:
Free Music Archive, Incompetech, Freeplay Music

“Copyright is a form of protection
grounded in the U.S. Constitution and
granted by law for original works of
authorship . . . (it) covers both published
and unpublished works.”
How does Copyright Law apply to me?

Plagiarism
is taking someone else’s work
and passing it off as one’s own
without proper
acknowledgment or
documentation.
Free Online Pictures

To use someone else's photo in your
paper or presentation you
1. NEED PERMISSION and
2. MUST GIVE CREDIT TO THE SOURCE.
Photos labeled as 'copyright free' give
you permission to use them.
Use these sites for copyright free
photos:

Britannica ImageQuest
Library of Congress
Pics 4 Learning
Google Images

Citing Sources
When using information for a
project, you must tell where you got
that information. This is called citing
your source.
There are special formats that
should be used when citing sources,
and there are websites that will help
you format the information properly

http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.citationmachine.net/
Here are links to some
videos you can share with
your students:
Avoiding Plagiarism: What Do I
Need to Cite?

Google will give you copyright free images,
IF you change the settings! (In Google Images,

Avoiding Plagiarism

click on Tools, then click the drop down arrow in
Usage Rights. Choose ‘Labeled for Noncommercial
Reuse.’)

What is Plagiarism?
Why We Cite Sources

